WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



\I . A method for parallel approval of an electronic document by a plurality of 
usWs, comprising the steps of: 

A) generating an original Data Authentication Code, hereinafter referred to 
as "DAfc 0", linked to the electronic document; 

makingUhe electronic document available to each user; and 
or approval by each user, performing the sub-steps of: 

i) opening the electronic document for approval; 

ii) retrieving DAC 0; 

iii) approving\the electronic document; 

iv) generatingWor the electronic document an approval^D^ta^ 
Authentication Cade, hereinafter referred to as "DAC x"; 

v) comparing DAC xsto DAC 0, and proceeding with the approval only 
if DAC x is equal to DAC 0; and 

vi) storing approval information in a user Approval Data Packet, 
hereinafter referred to as "ADP x". 

2. A method according to claim 1, fui\her comprising an additional step of: 
D) incorporating the approval Jnformgjion from each ADP x into the 
electronic document. 

3. A method according to claim 2, wherein st^> D) comprises the sub-steps 
of: \ 

i) copying the electronic document into\ an insertion electronic 
document; \ 

ii) retrieving DAC 0; and \ 

iii) for each ADP x, performing the sub-steps of: \ 

a) opening ADP x; \ 
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b) retrieving DAC x; 

sc) comparing DAC x to DAC 0, and proceeding only if DAC x is 
eVial to DAC 0; 

d) Averting approval information stored in ADP x into the 
insertion electronic document; and 

e) generating a new Data Authentication Code, hereinafter 
referred tc\as "DAC 0'", linked to the insertion electronic 
document. 

4. A method according to c\ahr\ 3, wherein sub-step D) iii) d) comprises 
including the approval information ajt^a^pre-targeted location in the insertion 
electronic document. 
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5. A method according to claim 2, wherein step D) comprises the sub-steps 
of: 

i) opening the electronic document; 

ii) for each ADP x, performing the sub-\teps of: 

a) opening ADP x; 

b) inserting approval information Vtored in ADP x into the 
electronic document, thereby generating a modified electronic 
document ; and 

c) generating a new Data Authentication Code, hereinafter 
referred to as "DAC 0 ,n , linked to the\ modified electronic 
document. 

6. A method according to claim 5, wherein the inserting of ^ib-step D) iii) d) 
comprises including the approv^linformation at a pre-target^d location in 
the electronic document. 
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7. >A method according to claim 1, wherein sub-step C) vi) comprises 
encryptjng ADP x. 

8. A methodS^ccording to claim 1, wherein step A) comprises encrypting 
DAC 0. 

9. A method accordi^ to claim 1, wherein, in substep C) vi), the approval 
information comprises D^Cx. 

10. A method according to claim 1, wherein, in substep C) vi), the approval 
information comprises a signature ^oMhe user. 

1 1 . A method according to claim 1 ,\wherein, in substep C) vi), the approval 
information comprises biometric information related to the user. 



12. A method according to claim 1, wherein, in substep C) vi), the approval 
information comprises a date and^a time \at which substep C) ii) was 
executed. ^ 



13. A method for parallel approval of an electroni<\document by a plurality 
of users, comprising the steps of: 

A) generating an original Data Authentication Code, hereinafter referred to 
as "DAC 0", linked to the electronic document; 

B) making the electronic document available to each user; 

C) for approval by each user, performing the substeps of: 

i) opening the electronic document for approval; 

ii) approving the electronic document; 

iii) generating for the electronic document an approval Data 
Authentication Code, hereinafter referred to as "DAC x"; 
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v) storing approval information in a user Approval Data Packet, 
hereinafter referred to as "ADP x"; and 

D) for autntentificating the approval by each user, performing for each DAC 
x the sub-step^ of: 

i) retrieving DAC 0 and DAC x; and 

ii) comparing DAC x to DAC 0, and accepting the approval only if 
DAC x is equakto DAC 0. 

14. A method accordingV) claim 13, further comprising the steps of: 

E) inserting approval information stored in ADP x for each user into the 
electronic document, thereby\generating a modified electronic document ; 
and 

F) generating a new Data Authe>rtication Code, hereinafter referred to as 
"DAC 0'", linked to the modified electronic document. 

15. A method according to claim 13, N^herein sub-step C) iv) comprises 
encrypting ADP x. 

16. A method according to claim 13, whereinN^tep A) comprises encrypting 
DAC 0. 

17. A method according to claim 13, wherein, \n sub-step C) iv), the 
approval information comprises DAC 

18. A method according to claim 13, wherein, in si^-step C) iv), the 
approval information comprises a signature of the user. 

19. A method according to claim 1 3, .Wherein, in sub-st^p C) iv), the 
approval information comprises biometric information related to\lhe user. 
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2G). A method according to claim 13, wherein, in sub-step C) iv), the 
approval information comprises a date and a time at which sub-step C) ii) 
was executed. ^ ' 

21. A method for parallel approval of sections of an electronic document by 
a plurality oKusers, the method comprising the steps of: 

A) generating ror each section of the electronic document an original section 
Data Authentication Code, hereinafter referred to as "DAC S 0", linked to 
said section of the dtectronic document; 

B) making the electronic document available to each user; and 

C) for approval by eacK user of corresponding sections of the electronic 
document, performing the sub-steps of: 

i) opening the electronic document for approval; 

ii) selecting the corresponding sections for approval; 

iii) retrieving each of the DAp s 0 linked to the corresponding sections 
of the electronic document; 

iv) approving the corresponding Sections of the electronic document; 

v) generating for each corresponding sections a section approval Data 
Authentication Code, hereinafter referred to as "DAC S x"; 

vi) comparing the DAC S x to the\correspoding DAC S 0, and 
proceeding with the approval only if in e&ch case DAC S x is equal to 
DAC S 0; and 

vii) storing approval information in a user Approval Data Packet, 
hereinafter referred to as "ADP x' 

22. A method according to claim 2^iurther comprising eta additional step 
of: D) incorporating the approval information from each ApP x into the 
electronic document. 
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A method according to claim 22, wherein step D) comprises, for each 
ADftx, performing the sub-steps of: 
^) opening the ADP x 

ifi selecting and opening a target section of the electronic document 
wherein the approval information is to be inserted; 

Hi) relieving the DAC S 0 and DAC S x corresponding to said target 
section;' 

iv) comparing DAC S x to DAC S 0, and proceeding only if DAC S x is 
10 equal to DAC\0; 

v) inserting approval information stored in ADP x into the target 
section of the electronic document, thereby generating a modified 
section of the electronic document ; and 

vi) generating a new \ection Data Authentication Code, hereinafter 
15 referred to as "DAC S 0 ,n \inked to the modified electronic document. 

24. A method according to claim 2$v wherein the inserting of sub-step D) v) 
comprises including the approval information at a pre-targeted location in 
the target section of the electronicjsteculspent. 
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25. A method according to claim 22, wher^n step D) comprises, for each 
ADP x, performing the substeps of: 

i) opening the ADP x 

ii) selecting and opening a target section oX the electronic document 
25 wherein the approval information is to be insetted; 

iii) inserting approval information stored in ApP x into the target 
section of the electronic document, thereby g^perating a modified 
section of the electronic document ; and 
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iy) generating a new section Data Authentication Code, hereinafter 
referred to as "DAC S 0'", linked to the modified electronic document. 



26. A methods according to claim 25, wherein the inserting of sub-step D) 
iii) comprises including the approval information at a pre-targeted location 
in the target section of the electronic document. 

27. A method accoroSng to claim 21, wherein sub-step C) vii) comprises 
encrypting ADP x. \ y< 



28. A method according to (claim 21, wherein step A) comprises encrypting 
each DAC S 0. \ 

29. A method according to claim 21, wherein, in sub-step C) vii), the 
approval information comprises DAC\x. , 



30. A method according to claim 21, \ wherein, in sub-step C) vii), the 
approval information comprises a signatureVof the user. 



31. A method according to claim ,21, wheVein, in sub-step C) vii), the 
approval information comprises biometric infpfnration related to the user. 



32. A method according to claim/121, wherein, \in sub-step C) vii), the 
approval information comprises a date and a time a\ which sub-step C) iv) 
was executed. / \ 



33. A method for parallel approval of sections of an electi\onic document^by 
a plurality of users, each section being approved by a\single user, the 
method comprising the steps of: \ 
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A) making the electronic document available to each user; and 

B) fo\approval by each user of a corresponding section of the electronic 
document, performing the sub-steps of: 

i) opening the electronic document for approval; 

ii) selecting the corresponding section for approval; 

iii) approving the corresponding section of the electronic document; 

iv) generating for the corresponding section a section approval Data 
Authentication Code, hereinafter referred to as "DAC S x"; 

v) storing approval information in a user Approval Data Packet, 
hereinafter referred to as "ADP x". 

34. A method according tcXclaim 33, wherein sub-step B) v) comprises 
encrypting ADP x. \ 

35. A method according to claim\33, wherein sub-step B) iv) comprises 
encrypting DAC S x. 

/\ 

36. A method according to claim 33, Nwherein, in sub-step B) v), the 
approval information comprises DAC S x. \ 

A 

37. A method according to claim 33, wherein, in sub-step B) v), the 
approval information comprises a signature^of the\jser. 

38. A method according to claim 33, wherein, ir\ sub-step B) v), the 
approval information comprises biometric information related to the user. 

39. A method according to claim 33, wherein, in sub-Vtep B) v), the 

approval information comprises a date and a time at which Vjb-step B) iii) 

was executed. \ 
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40V A method of merging a plurality of approved electronic documents into 
a singJe approved master document, the method comprising the steps of: 

A) approving the electronic documents by performing, for each of said 
electronicSdocuments, the sub-steps of: 

i) generating an original Data Authentication Code, hereinafter 
referrecKto as "DAC 0", linked to the electronic document; 

ii) having\he electronic document made available to each user; 

iii) for approval by each user, performing the sub-steps of: 

a) opening the electronic document for approval; 

b) approving the electronic document; 

c) generating^ for the electronic document an approval Data 
Authentication^Code, hereinafter referred to as "DAC x"; 

d) storing approval information in a user Approval Data Packet, 
hereinafter referred\o as "ADP x"; 

B) generating the master documenY 

C) generating a master Data Authentication Code and a master Approval 
Data Packet, respectively hereinafter referred to as "DACm 0 M , and ADPm, 
both linked to said master document; anol 

D) for merging of each electronic document, performing the sub-steps of: 

i) opening the electronic document; \ 

ii) retrieving the DAC 0 and DAC x linkeqto said electronic document; 

iii) comparing DAC x to DAC 0, and proceeding only if DAC x is equal 
to DAC 0; and \ 

iv) incorporating the electronic document into\he master document; 

v) generating a new Data Authentication Code, loereinafter referred to 
as "DACm 0 ,M linked to the master document^ incorporating said 
electronic document; and \ 
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vi) storing ADP x corresponding to said electronic document into 
^DPm. 
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41 . A method according to claim 40, wherein: 
sub-sttep A) iii) c) comprises encrypting ADP x; and 
step C) comprises encrypting ADPm. 

42. A method accofding to claim 40, wherein: 
sub-step A) i) comprises encrypting DAC 0; and 
step C) comprises^ncryptipg^DACm 0. 



43. A method according to t^laim 40,' wherein, in sub-step A) iii) d), the 
approval information comprises SAC x. 

15 44. A method according to claim wherein, in sub-step A) iii) d), the 
approval information comprises a sfigna\ure of the user. 
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45. A method according to claim^^O^^lWein, in sub-step A) iii) d), the 
approval information comprises biometric infotoriation related to the user. 

46. A method according to claim ^0, wherein, \p sub-step A) iii) d), the 
approval information comprises a date and a time at\vhich sub-step A) iii) b) 
was executed. 
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